Accuracy in the clinical diagnosis of malignant melanoma.
The computerized database (1955 through 1982) of the Oncology Section of the Skin and Cancer Unit of New York (NY) University Medical Center includes data on 13,878 lesions. Of these lesions, 214 were diagnosed clinically and histologically as malignant melanoma (MM). An additional 51 lesions, diagnosed clinically as other than MMs, were found histologically to be MM. Seventy-nine lesions were clinically diagnosed as MM but were found histologically to be other entities. An analysis of the clinical diagnostic accuracy showed some improvement over the three periods studied (1955 through 1963, 1964 through 1973, and 1974 through 1982). Although the diagnostic accuracy for the best period (1974 through 1982) was only 64%, the diagnosis of MM was made in 84.5% of the histologically proved cases of MM, reflecting a high degree of sensitivity.